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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant uses the 
term "workbench" throughout the specification. It is unclear what the applicant is referring to 
and it appears to be a translatioftal error. It is assumed for purposed of examination that the 
applicant is referring to a bench seat. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 and 2 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 1 ? line 2, 
the word "be" should be changed to —being-. In claim 2, in line 5, the word "thread" should be 
changed to —threaded-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1 , line 2, a rear workbench is claimed in alternative to a rear surrounding border. 
Dependent claims 2, 3, 7, and 9-13 refer to only the rear workbench without positively 
establishing that a rear workbench is claimed. 

In claim 1, line 1 1, a raising and lowering device is claimed. In dependent claims 4, 7, 
and 9-13 raising and lowering devices are claimed. There is lack of antecedent basis the plural 
devices claimed in claims 4, 7, and 9-13. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Coursault (US 
Patent 3,479,079). 

Re claim 1, Coursault discloses a roof cover plate for the cabin of a car, a front 
windshield being provided at the front side of the cabin (inherent to the reference), a rear 
workbench or rear surrounding border being provided at the rear side of the cabin, and car door 
frames (as seen in figure 1) being provided at the left and right sides of the cabin, an surrounding 
border of the cabin being formed by connecting the car door frames with the front windshield at 
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the front side and connecting the car door frames with the rear workbench or the rear 
surrounding border at the rear side, wherein the front end of a cover panel (18) being hinged to 
the upper portion of said surrounding border of the cabin (as seen in figure 1), and the cover 
panel being provided with a rear windshield (as seen in figure 1) at its rear portion, the cover 
panel and the rear windshield forming an integral roof cover plate of the cabin, an extendable 
and retractable enclosure plate (24, 25) being provided under the roof cover plate of the cabin, 
the lower end of the extendable and retractable enclosure plate being connected with the 
surrounding border of the cabin, a raising and lowering device (4, 2) being provided under the 
rear end of the roof cover plate of the cabin (at 6). 

Re claim 4, the roof cover plate of t he cabin and the extendable and retractable enclosure 
plate are respectively provided with the raising and lowering devices which are respectively 
provided under the rear end of the roof cover plate of the cabin and the rear end of the extendable 
and retractable enclosure plate (at 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Coursault (US 
Patent 3,479,079). 

Coursault does not disclose the material of the extendable and retractable enclosure plate. 
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The examiner takes Official Notice that the use of canvas is old and well known in the 

art. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to construct an extendable and retractable enclosure plate, such as that disclosed by 
Coursault, from canvas, as is old and well known in the art, in order to construct the enclosure 
plate from a well known and easily obtainable material. 

10. Claims 3, 5-7, and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Coursault (US Patent 3,479,079) in view of Wingen (US Patent 3,378,298). 

Coursault discloses all the limitations of the claims, as applied above, except for the 
raising and lowering devices comprising hydraulic cylinders. 

Wingen teaches the use of a raising and lowering device (9) provided under the rear end 
of a roof cover plate of a cabin comprising a hydraulic cylinder which is provided on the left 
door frame at the rear side of the left door frame, the hydraulic cylinder being provided with a 
push rod, and the upper end of the push rod being hinged to the rear end of the roof cover plate, 
the raising and lowering device being hinged to the door frames at the rear side of the door 
frames, and the push rod being a piston rod. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify a roof cover plate, such as that disclosed by Coursault, to have the use of a 
raising and lowering device provided under the rear end of the roof cover plate of the cabin 
comprising a hydraulic cylinder which is provided on the left door frame at the rear side of the 
left door frame, the hydraulic cylinder being provided with a push rod, and the upper end of the 
push rod being hinged to the rear end of the roof cover plate, the raising and lowering device 
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being hinged to the door frame at the rear side of the door frame, and the push rod being a piston 
rod, as taught by Wingen, in order to provide a convenient way for the user of the vehicle to raise 
the roof cover plate. 

Coursault and Wingen do not disclose the raising and lowering devices being provided on 
the rear side of the workbench, although it is inherent to the Coursault reference that it includes a 
workbench (the examiner is assuming for examination purposed that applicant is referring to a 
seat and the use of the term "workbench" is a translational error). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary sill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have the raising and lowering devices being provided on the rear side of the workbench 
since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. 
See In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950). 

Coursault and Wingen do not disclose the use of hydraulic cylinders on both the right and 
left hand side of the vehicle. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include both left and right hydraulic cylinders, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. See In 
re Harza, 124 USPQ 378 (CCPA 1960). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 2 and 9 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Beckmann et al., Holka et aL, Couto, Majeski, Pearlman, Tyree et al., Davis, 
Freeman, Okada, McRay, Borchers, Herndon, and Okamoto disclose expansible vehicles. 
-13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason S. Morrow whose telephone number is (571) 272-6663. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00a.m.-4:30p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (571) 272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Jason S. Morrow 
Primary Examindr 
Art Unit 3612^ / 
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